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The Reporter

A Message from Pastor Luis
To see the Pastor’s message, please go to
his website by clicking the link below:
Www.myinterimpastor.com

Our First In Person Christmas Eve
Service
Over 70 volunteers and congregants attended our first in-person Christmas Eve services
last week. The 3pm and 5pm services were held outdoors and every one enjoyed the
opportunity to be together, even though face-masked and socially distanced. A big thank
you to everyone who helped make the services possible—from worship leaders to
musicians to our Diaconate! If you weren’t able to attend, you can see the 3pm service
by going to our website at www.VillagesUCC.org. We apologize for the wind noises in
the background, but you should still be able to enjoy most of the service. Below are
some photos from the 3pm service taken by Jo Posillico.
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Online Services/Events
Here is a list of services and events we are offering online:
1. Sunday Morning Worship—available on Sunday morning. Our
Sunday service includes images, music, scripture, sermon, etc. We
even offer a way to share the Lord’s Supper every first Sunday of the
month. Go to our website at www.VillagesUCC.org and click on the
image (shown at left). You can also view and/or download a bulletin
and/or copy of the power point slides. The service is posted on our
website and Facebook page after 9pm Saturday and remains on our
website until the following weekend. Our website also contains an archive of past services.
2. Pastor’s Weekly Update—also available on our website. Click on photo of Pastor. Luis This is also emailed
in our E-news each week.
3. Pastor’s Bible Study—is offered at 7pm every Wednesday. See our website for instructions.
4. Prayer Circle—join Pastor for prayers each week which is accessible via GoToMeeting using your computer,
laptop or tablet at the following link: https://global.gotomeeting.com/ join/912518045. The gatherings are
also available by voice using your telephone at 1-872-240-3212 (if asked, the Access Code is 912-518-045).
See more information about this in the Pastor’s weekly update.
5. Prayer Requests—click on “Prayer Requests” on our website to go to a form on which you can submit your
request.. This goes directly to Pastor Luis.
6. Online Giving—for your convenience, we now accept online donations! Available through our website, you
can choose to give one time or make a recurring donation. You may select from a choice of funds, for
example, the General Fund, Seeds of Hope, Farmworkers, Discretionary Fund, etc. You can access this
directly at https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/unit8302862
7. If you would like to be a part of our Women’s Spirituality Group, please email Rev. Kathy Peters,
revkathyp@comcast.net so she can add you to the email list. Rev. Peters emails monthly inspirational
messages and thoughts to discuss. See page 3 for more information.
8. Want to be part of our weekly Men’s Breakfast Study? They are meeting virtually. See more information on
page 3.
9. WISE meets each Monday at 2pm. All are welcome. please contact Beverly Hallman at 207-807-5896 prior
to the meeting to obtain the ID and password
While we may not be able to meet together physically, we are more than a building. Our Board of Directors,
Pastor, and staff work daily to provide our congregation with a variety of ways to “Be the Church!”
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Women’s Spirituality Group
The Women’s Spirituality Group currently meet through email due to the virus. The
“How is it with Your soul?” reflection with points to ponder will continue. Please contact
Kathy Peters at revkathyp@comcast.net if you are not yet on our email list. We are all
missing our gatherings but we need to stay safe! Blessings always! Shalom Kathy

Rev. Kathy Peters

Men’s Saturday Morning Study

Due to Covid restrictions, the Men’s Breakfast group is again meeting virtually. To meet online, please join them
on the Go To Meeting app on Saturday, 8am. The Go To Meeting link:
https://www.gotomeet.me/DennyL
You can also dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.) United
States: +1 (669) 224-3412 Access Code: 282-030-557
You can get the study to go over ahead of time and be ready to share any
questions. They have a "check in time" where they just share what's happening in
their families and with them.
Just click on the link below to join them and contact Denny Lawson at dennylawson@hotmail.com for a copy of
the resource that they are using.

WISE Now Meeting Online!
The UCC Spiritual Group(WISE) meets each Monday at 2PM. All are welcome.
Currently the Zoom app is being used. If you want to join, please contact Beverly Hallman at 207-807-5896 prior to the meeting to obtain the ID and password.
The meeting on December 28, 2020 will be an open meeting-a time for review,
sharing, and planning.

UCC Golf Group
The golf group now has 9 members with 3 women joining! We are still hoping for more
participants.
We will be asking each participant to donate $1.00 each time they play. The proceeds will
be donated to a good cause as the fund grows. To make things a little more interesting
whenever a golfer scores a birdy, the other golfers in their group will each donate $1.00
into the good cause fund. There is a maximum of $2 for birdies per round. Judging by
our initial outing, the fund will not grow very quickly due to birdies.
We play on Fridays, hopefully in the mornings, but if afternoons are all that are available
we may play later. We may play any executive course in the Villages. This is not a couples
league, so participants may not be matched with their significant others.
Due to the Holidays our next outing will be Friday, January 8th. Doug Bates will be making the reservation on
Sunday, January 3rd. If you would like to join the group or need more information, please email Doug at
dougcbates@gmail.com
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Administration Team
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic our meeting was held as a teleconference meeting via GoToMeeting. Billie Navojosky opened the meeting with prayer at 4:34 pm.
Present were: Cherie Harrold, Nancy White, Chris Janis, Bill Richter, Peter Winnen and Billie
Navojosky. Jerry Fabian, Tim Phelan, Rhea Singsen and Tom Ohlson could not attend.
The November 10, 2020 minutes were approved as submitted.

Cherie Harrold,
Admin Chair

Ongoing Business:
Cleaning: Angel Maids will clean on December 18. They continue to clean once a month until
we fully reopen. The Admin Team does the in-between weeks.

Disaster Manual: Chris is checking with Rhea who could not be present on the updates. When complete, a copy
will be shared with the congregation.
External Audit: This is required every five years but is still on hold as it is too difficult to do remotely. When
office reopens full time, the auditor will be called to set a date.
Gardens: Three sprinkler heads have now been fixed - turned out to be clogged heads. Tree Frog trimmed the
palms and was asked to inspect the grounds to determine if other work was needed. They provided a quote (27
trees at $300 per tree for a total of $8,100) but we are not considering this quote at this time. Other less expensive
options are being discussed. The team is deciding the safest logistics for a garden volunteer day, keeping COVID
safety precautions as a priority. Anyone who has suggestions, please let a member of the Admin Team know.
Maintenance: Southwest Florida Water Management inspected our drainage system and issued a statement of
inspection form to show we are in compliance. A copy of the statement is kept in the Admin drawer in the office.
DelAir will do routine maintenance on the five air conditioners on December 17th.
2021 Budget: Cherie presented the draft Administrative Team budget to Jean Doyle. The two unknowns were for
2021 insurance and possible repairs over the course of 2021. Admin spent 70% of our 2020 budget for.
Pastoral Search: Billie reported that the Pastoral Search Committee is narrowing down their search to the top
candidate. She is asking all committees to reach out to one person in the congregation and remind them to send in
their pledge. Pledges are needed in order to put together a package for the new pastor. Discussion was held about
the different ways we could reach the congregation regarding a pledge.
CRUCIAL: If you have not pledged for 2021, please do so ASAP. Even with tightly crunching the numbers on
the budget, which now includes salary and moving expenses for our pastor-to-be (when selected), a large deficit
remains for 2021 as compared to received pledged income thus far. With no plans at this time to hold fund raisers
this year, crucial income is eliminated from the budget. If you pledged last year (or even gave as regular giving),
please pledge for 2021 - soon. UCC needs to know has the capability to pay the new minister as well as moving
expenses for him, as well as the usual expenses.
Goals and Objectives: A thorough 2020 Goals and Objectives Evaluation will be presented to the Governing
Board. The Team was busy, even in an empty building, because services and equipment have to still function.
And still break down or wear out. 2021 will be a busy Admin Team year as we find less expensive ways to do some
of the needed work. Regular maintenance is our best friend with aging equipment.
Other Business:
Outside Electrical Boxes: The outside electrical boxes are now covered and padlocked. The key to the padlocks
is inside the Admin bottom drawer, in a marked envelope. All keys pertaining to the building are kept together in
this drawer.
(continued on next page)
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(Administration Report continued from previous page)
Vandalism: As we previously reported, pieces of the metal UCC logo on the building and one on the big sign
near the road were vandalized. It was reported to the Sheriff's Office and a report was issued. From viewing the
saved video on the security camera that captures the front of the building, the piece was missing as early as
October 23; it was noticed on November 22. After the holidays, Jack Chandler will be ask if it is possible to make
matching missing pieces from wood. Another suggestion was to paint the missing pieces with brown paint. Stay
tuned... There appears to be no paperwork as to where the originals came from.
Power Washing Concrete: The assisted living project manager is thankful for allowing their help/workers park
on the church grounds during construction. To show thanks, he received permission from his company to send
over his folks to power wash the concrete driveways, free of charge. The Team quickly discussed the possibility
of sealing the concrete after it is power washed but the expense isn't needed right now and in FL, the sealer
doesn't long enough for the expense. Maybe in the future, a volunteer could spread sealer around the portico
which gets the most foot traffic. Members will look into Wet & Forget which goes on sale at Ace every so often or other similar products.
Billie closed the meeting with a prayer at 5:26 pm.

Shepherds
Dear UCC family, Shepherds/ Helpers;
Pastor Luis and I want to thank all of you as we faced a weird COVID
year; together virtually and physically apart.
May the sharing of this season bring us to the recognition that we depend
on each other. May it remind us that as we reach out to others to brighten
their lives, so are our lives brightened in turn.
We are grateful and give thanks for it all. Any member who wishes to join
this group please contact myself or Pastor Luis for more information. May
we hold on to hope and move forward with faith that God will guide our
paths to new beginnings in 2021.
Jo Posillico
Shepherd Coordinator
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Wise Article
Clyde Kilby’s 10 Resolutions for Mental Health and for Staying Alive
to God in This World


Once a day I will look at the sky and remember that I am on a planet traveling in space with wonderfully
mysterious things above and about me.



I will suppose the universe is guided by an intelligence.



I will not fall into the lie that this day, or any day, is merely another ambiguous and plodding 24 hours, but
rather a unique event, filled with wonderful potential.



I will prefer reality to abstractions.



I will not demean my own uniqueness by envying others. I will mostly forget about myself and do my work.



I will open my eyes and ears by at least once a day simply staring at a tree, a flower, a cloud or a person. I will
simply be glad that they are what they are.



I will often remember back to when I was a child and think about my dreaming eyes of wonder.



I will frequently turn to things like a good book and good music.



I will enjoy each moment, not always worrying about what the decade before me will demand from me.



I will bet my life on the assumption that this world is not idiotic but rather acknowledge that each day strokes
are made on the cosmic canvas that in due course I will understand with joy as a stroke made by the architect
who calls himself Alpha and Omega.
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Martin Luther King Scholarship Committee
Thank You!
On behalf of the Martin Luther King Scholarship Committee, I
would like to thank everyone who contributed to our annual
scholarship drive. Because of the generosity of so many, the
committee is able to award a $4,000.00 scholarship to each of 12
deserving high school seniors from schools in and around The
Villages. Thank-you to everyone for your generosity!
This year, because of the COVID19 pandemic, the annual scholarship breakfast will be held virtually. Please join us for the virtual ceremony on January 9, 2021 at 9:00 am to hear from this
year’s scholarship recipients. You can access the virtual breakfast
n January 9th at www.mlkcommemorativecommittee.org
Blessings in the New Year!
Jean Christopher, Martin Luther King Scholarship Committee Representative

November 2020 Financial Report
Total Income
Total Expenses

Current Month

Year to Date

$20,241
$19,904

$243,944
$225,396

Per Cent of
Annual
Budget
85%
75%

Please remember that while our church is holding online worship for the safety of our congregation and
community, our expenses are continuing. We still have to pay our mortgage, utilities, payroll, missions, etc. There
are a variety of ways to make a donation:
1. You may continue supporting your church by sending in your pledges/offerings to our mailing address:
United Church of Christ at The Villages, PO Box 194, Oxford FL 34484
2. You can pay through our online donation system on our website, www.VillagesUCC.org. Make a one-time or
recurring donation to the fund of your choice.
3.

You can use your own bank/credit union’s Bill Pay systems which are usually free and easy to use! If you
aren’t using one, call your bank/cu for information.
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Membership Directory
Now On Web!
Our members have requested an online directory for some
time. As of today, we now have that information available
on our website! We have a photo of each member and
contact information. So, how do you access it?
YOU HAVE TO BE A CHURCH MEMBER
Only church members will have access to the Membership Page. That means you should not share your
registration with anyone else. This is private information for your use only. Each registration must be approved
before access is granted.
YOU MUST REGISTER ON OUR WEBSITE


Go to our website, www.VillagesUCC.org and click on the Registration/Log In tab at the top of the page.



When you click on the registration tab, a box will appear that will allow you to register. Fill in your name,
email address, and a password that you can remember. Please note: we will not know your password and
cannot retrieve it for you if you forget it. If that happens, you will have to retrieve the password on the site
itself by re-entering information.



Once you register, our administrator will have to give approval. This might take a couple of days, depending
on when you register.

LOG IN TO SEE YOUR PRIVATE PAGES


Once approved, you can “log in” to the site. At that time, a box will appear showing you the private pages to
which you have access. Currently, the only page is the Membership Directory. Click on that title and the
directory will open up.



The Membership Directory can be accessed two ways. If you want a printable non-photo directory, click on
the title “Membership Directory” at the top of the page and a pdf of the directory will appear. You can print
this page. If you want to view the photo directory, it is listed in an accordion-style menu on the Membership
page. Just click on the letter of the last name of the person you would like to see and all last names beginning
with that letter will appear in a list.

KEEP IT PRIVATE
Please remember that the information listed on the directory is for your personal use only. It is not to be used
for any kind of solicitation, other than church business. Your password is yours only, so please do not share it
with anyone else.
PROOF YOUR INFORMATION
Don’t forget to look at your own information to make sure it is correct. If anything needs to be changed or you
have any questions, please contact our church office at uccatvoffice@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday To:
Joyce Wheeler (6)
Rick Pixley (12)
Lynn Moon (13)
Dinah Andorfalvi (16)
Doug Moseman (17)
Carol Bentley (18)
Jean Cable (18)
Bob Burbank (19)
Doug MacFarlane (21)

Happy Anniversary To:
Jay & Gail Richards (12)

Barb Wheelus (23)
Janet Cope (24)
Lyn Lang (24)
Jos George (25)
Stanley Peters (27)

January
Celebrations
Did we miss your birthday or your anniversary?
Help us update our files by emailing us the
information or by calling the church office.

Clothing Donation Now
Accepted!
Because our church is closed during the week, we have placed a
receptacle outside the front entrance to receive clothing donations.
Clothing MUST be in closed bags before placing them in the
receptacle. Please note that due to the size of the receptacle, we can
only take a few bags at a time. We'll transfer the bags to the larger
inside box once a week. For those wanting to make food
donations, see our Drop & Drive Event on page 6.

Got Photos?
A BIG Thank you to everyone who has been sending in photos of what they are doing
while safe at home.
Each Sunday during our online worship service, we feature photos of our
congregation doing various activities at home or online. We’ve shown people walking
their dog, getting a haircut, video chatting with family, swimming, hiking, listening to
music, crafting, doing household chores, etc. It’s so nice seeing everyone since we
can’t be together in person.
We only have one or two more services that we will feature congregant photos. So if
you would like to participate, please send a photo of yourself doing something at home
or out in the community to our office email: uccatvoffice@gmail.com. We’ll share it with everyone on Sunday!
(At right is a photo of Carol Correa and Becky Dunning at their new home in Altoona FL)

UCC at The Villages Officers,
Assistants & Chairs
Moderator .............................................................. Tom Ohlson

12514 CR 101
PO Box 194
Oxford FL 34484

Vice Moderator ............................................... Billie Navojosky
Secretary .................................................................... Jo Posillico

Phone: 352-748-9199
Email: uccatvoffice@gmail.com

Recorder .............................................................. .Jeff Osterman
Asst. Recorder……………………………....…Kathy Frey

We’re on the Web!

Treasurer………………………......................…Jean Doyle

VillagesUCC.org

Asst. Treasurer……………………….…….Glenn Kramer
Membership Clerk ................................................ .Kaye Phelan

MAILING TO UCC?
If you need to mail your contributions/pledges
or anything else to us, please remember to mail it
to our PO BOX. Our mailing address is: PO
Box 194, Oxford, FL 34484. DO NOT MAIL
us at our physical location address. We want
your contributions and communications to be
safe. Thank you!

Administration Chair………………..…..….Cherie Harrold
Diaconate…………………………..……….Cathy Ohlson
Mission……………….………………...…….Sandy Lynch
Finance/Stewardship……....Jack Chandler/Donna Herbert

PASTORAL CARE
Pastor Luis may be reached via phone at 407-868-3166 in the case of a pastoral emergency.

Prayer Requests
Prayer Requests may be submitted to our Pastor through our website
www.VillagesUCC.org or to his email address at luis@myinterimpastor.com.
Prayers are held for one month only. If you need prayers to continue, please
resubmit your request each month. To ensure we’re not violating confidentiality,
if you’re submitting a prayer request for someone other than yourself, please
ensure you have their permission to do so. Prayer recipients will be announced
during our Sunday online worship service.

Discretionary Fund
The first Sunday of every month, we collect donations for the Discretionary
Fund. This is a fund which our church uses to help local families in need who
come to our church door. 100% of your donations go to aid those in need in
our own community. This fund has become low due to the increased needs of
our neighbors during COVID-19. If you are able, please consider giving to this
important fund. Thank you for your continued support! Whether at our door or

in our pews, this fund helps all those of our “beloved community!” You
can make donations through our online giving on our website or mail your donations—just write
“discretionary fund” on the memo line of your check. If mailing, make sure you only use our PO Box
194 , Oxford FL 34484 address. This month your donations helped a young family during Christmas.

