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The Mission Ministry Team is responsible for identifying mission and outreach 

needs in the local community and beyond.  That is what the bylaws say and the 

following pages show how we do it.   

In addition to our church mission projects we work with other churches to help 

our communities. 

The Mission Committee plans projects that allow our congregation to practice 

what we preach! 

Mission Team 



5 for 5 Mission offerings 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need,                           

the Christmas Fund for retired pastors, and one per capita assessment which               

supports national operating expenses.  Our church supports them all.          

This year Adonica Aune and 

Beth Babcock are preparing Dis-

aster Kit buckets and Hygiene 

Kits to support Church World 

Services collection.   



Prayer Shawls 

 

Since 2011 our Prayer Shawl ministry has church members knit prayer shawls to 

give to anyone in the community who needs the spiritual and physical comfort.  

We are at 340 shawls and counting!   



Called to Care 

CALLED TO CARE is a ministry of spiritual healing through service,   compassion, prayer, education, health  

promotion and advocacy.  Our Goal is to focus on the whole person and to motivate the congregation to            

minister to one another spiritually through listening to each other;  serving one another through caring and 

compassion;   encouraging living a healthy lifestyle through education, health promotion, and advocacy;  

praying for one another to optimize  healing of the body, mind and spirit. Such a practice supports people to 

find peace, comfort, harmony, balance and wholeness. 

CALLED TO CARE has several sub-ministries and these ministries are not exclusive of each other and overlap 

in services and actions. 

THE SHEPHERD MINISTRY spiritually nurtures the care group 

through service, caring and compassion.  Every member of 

the congregation has a shepherd.  The shepherd is there to 

guide the member(s) to feel comfortable and connected in 

the church.  If the member has a personal need for                  

transportation to church,  assistance with errands, light 

housekeeping or meal preparation, a shepherd may help. If 

there are members who are hospitalized or homebound and 

cannot attend worship, the Pastor, the shepherd or a volun-

teer can visit with them regularly. If the member needs an 

advocate to accompany them to an appointment, a                  

volunteer is available. The shepherd will often contact a 

member who has been absent from church for a time.  The only requirement to be a member of this ministry 

is a caring heart and a listening ear. 

THE FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE (FCN) utilizes professional expertise to                     

integrate faith and health.  FCN promotes higher levels of wellness by                           

improving spiritual health as well as physical and mental health.  The goal of 

the FCN ministry is to protect, promote and optimize health of the body, mind 

and spirit.  The nursing interventions often provided by 

the FCN are: education, counseling,  advocacy and                 

referral.    All members of the health care profession 

are welcome to serve in this ministry whether currently 

licensed or not. 

Parish Nurse, Becky Dunning 



In 2017 Jack Chandler built us our first Little Free Library. He has helped us                   

convert 2 newspaper vending boxes to future Little Free Libraries. Over 400 books 

and magazines have been donated by the congregation. Missions member Kathy 

Cutler makes a weekly bookmobile run to supply our Library.  

First Little Free Library                    

Installation 

New  boxes planned 

Little Free Library 



Creative Arts Program at Elementary School 

Ted Balser runs the Creative Arts program which runs for 4 weeks twice a year. We 

go to Wildwood Elementary and teach about 30 school children some exposure to 

the arts after school.  Half a dozen members at a time volunteer to teach children 

knot tying, poetry writing, crafts, meditation, and music, or whatever skill our 

church members would like to share. We are planning a branch of the Little Free 

Library at Wildwood Elementary.  

Above, Ted Balser teaches a class in 

meditation.  At right, Pastor Drew 

Willard teaches a drawing class. 



Suitcase Mission 

Bea Hester started the suitcase ministry, continuing a ministry she started when 

she was a flight attendant.  She handles the collection of suitcases.  This year she 

collected over 320  suitcases and 800 toiletries.  Mission members help prepare 

the suitcases and  deliver them to the shelters that need them. (2 suitcase pics) 

Above, Bea Hester with donated 

suitcases. 

Right, some of the suitcases                 

collected for shelters. 



UCC member Nancy Boyer makes sure food collected here at church gets to the 

Wildwood Food Pantry, which supplies the Wildwood Soup Kitchen as well as 

providing food for 11,000 families every year. We sent 1100 pounds of food in 

2017 and 1779 pounds in 2016.  She also delivered 2129 pounds of clothing in 

2017 and 1617 pounds of clothing in 2016 to Caring Hands clothing ministry at 

the Baptist church.    

Food Collection for Local Pantries 

Nancy Boyer and some of 

the food collected for                

pantries. 

A thank you from the 

Wildwood Kitchen and 

Food Pantry 



We collect soda can tabs, Box Tops for Education, and used ink cartridges.  (pic of 

thank you notes on our bulletin board.)  And we recycle here at home.   

Recycling 

Kathy Cutler collecting                

recycled trash. 

We collect box tops for schools 

(top) and can tabs for the Ronald 

McDonald House (right) 



The United Church of Christ at The Villages church building was constructed during the time period of 2009-

2010 and occupied in August 2010. Within a year’s time members of the Administration Ministry Team                

became aware of the significant number of incandescent light bulbs that were installed and being used 

throughout the church building. The power usage that they required when used was significant.  

At that same time LED light bulbs were beginning to introduced in the retail market place. In 2012, the                 

Administration Ministry Team members decided to replace the incandescent spot light bulbs located within 

the chancel area. These twelve (12) high wattage light bulbs were consistently used every Sunday during the 

weekly worship service. They were located in the track lighting and overhead lighting fixtures used to                      

illuminate the chancel area and were replaced with high intensity LED bulbs. These LED bulbs not only                    

reduced the cost of lighting the chancel area but also significantly reduced the heat resulting from the use of 

the old incandescent light bulbs in the chancel area. 

The church building also contained nine (9) chandeliers in the sanctuary and narthex areas. These                             

chandeliers contained sixteen light bulbs each for a total of one hundred forty-four (144) plus ten (10) side 

aisle bulbs for a total one hundred fifty-four (154) light bulbs being used. All of these light bulbs were sixty 

(60) watt incandescent bulbs totaling more than 

9,240 watts of power consumption when they 

were used.  During 2016 and 2017 all of these 

light bulbs were replaced with equivalent lumen 

producing LED light bulbs at a power                          

consumption of 10 watts each bulb. This totaled 

to a saving of over 7,700 watts of power                       

consumption being conserved when all were in 

use. All the remaining lights used in the church 

building were low current CFL fluorescent light 

bulbs that were originally installed when the 

building was constructed. 

The congregation is proud to have made this 

investment of efficient lighting to lower its                

carbon footprint on earth. 

 

Changing Lights to Save Energy 



We host one of the series of Seeds of Hope concerts held at churches of different 

faith to support the Wildwood Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen. It takes 30 UCC             

volunteers to make this event a success!  For 3 years in a row Billie Thatcher and 

The Villages Swing band has brought in the second highest dollar amount raised in 

a concert - $3808 this year, $4608 in 2017, and $3917 in 2016.   

Seeds of Hope Concerts 



We promote and aid financially the play, 'Faith Club', a Readers Theater                           

conversation among women of Catholic, Jewish, and Islamic faiths.  The play has 

been presented in several churches and colleges. UCC member Adonica Aune is a 

cast member.  (Faith Club pic) 

The Faith Club 



To support the Unitarians who are teaching English to  Hispanic women, we hold 

a 3 Kings party for those mothers and their children in January.  They celebrate 

the 3 Kings event when the wise men arrived with gifts for baby Jesus.  This year 

we hope to start a second Little Free Library to supply bilingual books to those 

children.  

3 Kings Party 



Epic Readings 

UCC at The Villages had been hosting a series of classes on racism for the community and one of the 
presenters was Beverly Steele, the founder of Young Performing Artists, Inc. of the Royal neighborhood in 
the town of Wildwood. Royal is a traditional African-American community that was formed after the Civil 
War with grants of ‘40 acres and a mule’. Because of her work with children and the arts, Pastor Drew 
Willard talked with her about projects he had done involving ‘epic readings’ – and in particular, a public              
reading of the Gospel of Mark  that involved over 60 people of all ages reading in succession for a two hour 
event. 

Beverly was so excited with the idea that she resolved to do a series of epic readings that involved 
seven readers from UCC at The Villages and seven readers from Royal. We performed the “Gospel of Mark” 
at UCCatV and two speeches: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” and Frederick 
Douglass’ “What Is The 4th of July to The Slave?”, at two churches in Royal, respectively. YPA received a state 
arts grant for expenses, that included videography. Our most recent project was an epic reading of the “US 
Declaration of Independence” with four readers at YPA’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Banquet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Blessing of the Animals 

It has been our custom to offer a blessing for pet animals of church members or anyone in the                  
community, in accordance with this tradition associated with Francis of Assisi. Our service includes “The 
Prayer of St. Francis”, his “Canticle to the Sun”, and the following adaptation of a Franciscan prayer: 

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You brought  forth fish in the 
sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his 
brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless these pets who are creatures in our care, as well as 
the creatures in your care of field and sky, mountains and seas, and those who serve human-
kind as food, for research, and in their timeless role as our teachers. May this blessing also be 
for those animals killed on the road. By the power of your love, enable them to live according 
to your good purpose. May we do our part to protect them and the environment in which they 
live, always praising you for the beauty of your Creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, by all 
your creatures! Amen.  

 
As each animal is then brought forward, the pastor dips his hand into a bowl of water and smooths 

the fur on the head – or sprinkles as necessary, offering this prayer of blessing: 
[Name of animal], may you be blessed in the name of the Holy One who created you, 

and may you and your human companion(s) live together in peace . May you find healing 
when you need it and may you always find your way home. Amen. 
 

 



Love Sunday 

In the summer of 2011, it was reported that an extremist pastor in the Gainesville area threatened to 
burn copies of the Qur’an as an act of desecration. 

In response to this provocative act, an appeal was made for churches to include readings of sacred 
texts from another religion.  

Our church not only did this, but invited Sheldon Skurow, the spiritual leader of the local                            
synagogue, Temple Shalom, and Imam                             
Abdurrahman Sykes of I.S.L.A.M., Inc. to                       
participate reading sacred texts followed by a 
brief homily, in a “combined” service which we 
called “Peace Sunday.” Jewish and Islamic                      
worship styles do not allow for such flexibility, 
nor does Catholic, Orthodox, or other “high 
church” Christian traditions. As the United Church 
of Christ, we can and we did [This earned us a 
place on the Facebook page, “Churches                          
Sponsoring Chrislam in The US”].  
The following year we celebrated in the same 
way for the 2nd Sunday in Advent, as “Peace                 
Sunday.” On subsequent years, we found the 2nd 
Sunday in Advent would fall on the first Sunday of 
December, when UCC at The Villages celebrated 

Holy Communion! This is integral to who we are as a congregation. So, for the past four years, we have                  
observed this service on the 3rd Sunday in Advent as “Love Sunday”.   

What makes this interfaith co-operation work is allowing each other to be who we are in accordance 
with our respective traditions. That requires weaving in prayers from Judaism and Islam, alongside our               
Trinitarian prayers. The Jewish call to worship, the bar’chu, and the Muslim call to prayer, the adhan,            
precede our congregational lighting of the 3rd candle in Advent for love. We have now instituted this as an 
ongoing tradition. 

An initiative for an “Interfaith Prayer Service For 
Peace” to be done as a quarterly event, began in our  
community about two years ago, thanks to the faith                  
formation director of the local Roman Catholic church. 
Our “Love Sunday” planning and experience was a ready-
made resource for this project, and – with the successes 
of our Interfaith Prayer Services - we have helped inspire 
such a quarterly initiative in a neighboring town. 

 



Pastora Margarita Romo, the founder of Farmworkers Self Help, Inc. from the Calle de Milagros  
neighborhood of Dade City, had made an appeal to UCC clergy group in Pinellas County for help after the 
2004 hurricanes devastated Florida crops. That was when Pastor Drew Willard first met her and resolved that 
his congregation should become aware of the challenges facing immigrant farmworkers. After accepting the 
call to UCC at The Villages, Pastor Drew continued to encourage his new pastorate’s church members to visit 
and get to know about the good work that Margarita was doing. This includes advocacy at Tallahassee                  
defending workers rights and starting a Sunday school in an open air pavilion that has since become a church, 
Resurrection House (ELCA).  

One way we have maintained that relationship, has been to welcome members of their church to visit 
us for a “Harvest Sunday” in October to participate in our service, presenting the sermon and special music. 
Last year, one of the speakers was a young man who was a law student – and a ‘Dreamer’, whose status is 
currently in jeopardy.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harvest Sunday 



When Pastor Drew Willard first arrived at UCC at The Villages in 2010, he invited a Jewish storyteller 
and a Muslim imam to perform along with him in an “Evening of Sacred Storytelling” which was hosted by 
this church for the Tri-County Interfaith Association. From time to time, he has performed his own transla-
tions and paraphrases of Gospel stories on the road. During the doldrums of mid-month in August 2014, Pas-
tor Drew Willard visited five churches in the UCC Florida Conference to perform a 45 minute Biblical storytell-
ing concert followed by discussion. These churches included UCC congregations at St. Augustine, Holly Hill, 
Winter Park, New Port Richey, and Sarasota (St. Andrews). Donations received were given to Our Church’s 
Wider Mission. He visited another UCC congregation, Cocoa Beach Community Church, to perform the fol-
lowing year. In the summer of 2017 while on sabbatical, he presented Biblical story concerts at two UCC 
churches – UCC in Bayberry, NY and East Woodstock, CT. Also, Pastor Drew has had a collection of his Bible 
story scripts, printed as Gospel Pilgrimage Stories.  

Gospel Storytelling 



Community Garden 

Community gardens are popular all over the country but, until recently, there was no community garden 
available to individuals near The Villages who wanted to raise vegetables for their own use.  Early in 2014 
Peggy Reineking, a member of United Church of Christ (UCC) on County Road 101 in Oxford just west of The 
Villages, spied a great opportunity while looking at the pasture land behind the church. Peggy saw a poten-
tial match between the church’s backyard and the unmet community need. The church’s governing board 
readily agreed.  Peggy, a Class of 2014 UF/IFAS Sumter County Master Gardener Trainee, collaborated with 
Master Gardener Nick Brown., who had already developed and supported two other community gardens in 
rural Sumter County.   Both publicity and sponsorship were hard to find while the garden was still in the idea 
stage.  Eventually Walmart on Rt. 466 provided the first grant money, and two other funding sources provid-
ed enough money to make it feasible to move ahead.   A press release to local media resulted in an immedi-
ate waiting list that was several times longer than the number of planned plots. An irrigation contractor con-
nected the church’s well to the garden site. In late October the North Sumter County Community Garden at 
UCC at The Villages came into being at an invitational workday where more than 30 interested community 
gardeners, Master Gardeners, and church members built the first 20 plots and filled them with mountains of 
garden soil.     
 
Today, the garden is growing and continues 
to thrive under the care of gardeners 
throughout Sumter County - some church 
members and some non-members. 



Martin Luther King, Jr. Scholarship Breakfast 

Each year, the United Church of Christ at The Villages donates to The Martin Luther King                     
Commemorative Committee, Inc. of The Villages, FL, a 501(c)(3) organization, who purpose is to 
“recognize, commemorate, and honor the memory and contributions of an outstanding American, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.”  Members of the UCC also sell and purchase tickets to the annual MLK, 
Jr. Breakfast.  Money donated and proceeds from tickets sold to the annual breakfast is given in 
college scholarships to deserving high school seniors for academic achievement and exemplary 
volunteer service to others in their respective communities.  


