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The Reporter

A Message from Pastor Luis
To see the Pastor’s message, please go to
his website by clicking the link below:
Www.myinterimpastor.com

Welcome Pastor Joe DiDonato!
The Pastor Relations Committee cordially invites you to join us for
Pastor Joe's first service, May 2, 2021 at 10:00 am along with a small
meet and greet following service to introduce yourselves to our new
Pastor and his family (please register your attendance through the
normal process on our website www.VillagesUCC.org). Our plan is to Nora Lawson
hold small group get togethers during the summer and early fall with
Chair
Pastor Joe and his wife Janice as an opportunity for them to meet our
congregation in a more intimate setting. Look for more information to follow in the
coming weeks.
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Amazon Smile
Are you an Amazon shopper? If so, you can make a free donation to your church
when you make a purchase through Amazon! To activate charitable giving through
Amazon, you can either go directly to Smile.Amazon.com and choose United
Church of Christ at The Villages as your charity OR you can click on the link at the
bottom of our website, www.VillagesUCC.org and it will take you to Amazon Smile.
A small portion of your purchase will be donated to your church for participating
products. This is at NO cost to you!

March 2021 Financial Report
Current Month

Year to Date

$21,159
$20,552

$107,022
$57,982

Total Income
Total Expenses

Per Cent of
Annual
Budget
39%
19%

Please remember that while our church is holding online worship for the safety of our congregation and
community, our expenses are continuing. We still have to pay our mortgage, utilities, payroll, missions, etc. There
are a variety of ways to make a donation:
1. You may continue supporting your church by sending in your pledges/offerings to our mailing address:
United Church of Christ at The Villages, PO Box 194, Oxford FL 34484
2. You can pay through our online donation system on our website, www.VillagesUCC.org. Make a one-time or
recurring donation to the fund of your choice.
3.

You can use your own bank/credit union’s Bill Pay systems which are usually free and easy to use! If you
aren’t using one, call your bank/cu for information.

Photos in Case You Missed It
And speaking
of Jo, here’s a
photo of her on
her first dive
since COVID!
Pastor Luis held a flag ceremony
for fallen comrade Staff Sargent,
Debra Die. (photo by Janet
Zehnal)

Jo Posillico took this photo
of the MS walk held on our
grounds.
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Administration Team
Your UCC Administration Team met April 13th by video conferencing. The full team including
our Moderator were present. The meeting opened at 4:33 and concluded at 5:23.
Old Business:
Community Garden Cookout:
The Community Garden held a cookout on April 10th. They borrowed one of the church's grills
to cook outside. Chris Janis led this group outing.

Cherie Harrold,
Admin Chair

Temporary Signs:
Jerry Fabian has ordered temporary signs - attached to metal stakes - to be placed in the easement area closer to
CR 101 for church events. These temporary signs will make our driveways more visible. But they must be
removed from the easement after the event.
Cement Parking Barriers:
A few concrete barriers have been dragged to the grass at the edge of the driveway in the vicinity of the above
ground water pipes. This will slow any vehicle making a wide U-turn that could collide with the water pipes. Pete
plans to power wash them and then spray fluorescent yellow so to be easily seen. More barriers will be placed on
the south side grassy area to create addition parking spots for parking as needed in the future.
New Business:
Admin Garden Day:
Saturday, April 24th was our third UCC Garden Day. Many garden projects - weeds, mulch, trimming, spraying
for ants - were tackled. Our goal was to have the gardens looking tidy for Pastor Joe's arrival. Over the hotter
summer months, the team and volunteers will try to keep up with weeding, spraying for ants, and trimming shrubs
as necessary. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped in this volunteer garden day.
Water Pipe Leaked is Fixed:
Kiley and Sons Plumbing fixed the leak which was more extensive than originally thought. Several feet down in
the ground was another crack in the upright pipe; it took the plumber close to six hours from start to finish. Kiley
and Sons donated a long length of PVC pipe that can be used to create a closer-to-the-water-pipes barrier. Pete
and Bill are discussing the logistics to do this successfully.
Church Logo's:
Denny's friend was able to re-create replicas of both logo's and they have been put back in place on the front of
the church and on one of the signs. Thank you, Denny.
Cleaning:
Cleaners will clean thoroughly on April 30th to ensure a clean and sanitized church for Pastor Joe's arrival on May
2. Angel Maids will be asked to clean twice a month through the summer and then weekly in the Fall when UCC
opens to more normal usage.
Other Discussion Items:
Three Lives of a Church Posters on the Narthex wall:
Some UCC members felt the three posters were outdated, citing that many in the pictures are no longer members
or have passed away. If Bill and Pete can get the fountain working properly without leaks, it will be moved to the
center of that blank wall and furniture will be re-adjusted. The wall is being left blank, pending thoughts by Pastor
Joe.
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(Administration Report continued from previous page)
Security Cameras:
Our current system is old with outdated cameras and will need replacement at some point. Tim Phelan contacted
several security companies who are eager to come out and discuss our needs, etc. and give a quote on a more
modern system. Our current system works which gives the team time to research different kinds of systems,
assess what our needs are and find something to work within our budget.
Security Alert Alarms:
As of late, there have been more than usual false alarms; cause is often due to operator error. The system works on
motion detection so if someone with a code enters the keypad door and takes too long to put his/her code into
the inside keypad, motion is detected and the alarm goes off. If you enter with your code, you have about 20
seconds to put your 4-digit code into the inside keypad before the alarm senses motion and/or a problem.
Another issue has been coming in when the alarm is already turned off but out of habit, re-entering your code on
the inside keypad which turns the alarm back on. If anyone is in the church, the alarm has to be off. The team is
working on a sign-in board near the inside keypad to alert anyone coming in this his/her code that another person
is already in the church and alarm is off.
Good-bye to Pastor Luis:
Pastor Luis's last sermon with us is Sunday, April 25th. Please attend in person if you feel safe enough to do so.
You are invited to bring a signed card with a message to Pastor Luis and place in the card basket.
Hello to Pastor Joe:
Pastor Joe's first service with us is Sunday, May 2. We all want Pastor Joe and his family to feel at home with their
new church family.

Are You Ready to Be an Office Angel?
Are you ready to be an Office Angel? Requirements are simple. Can you answer the phone and
greet visitors to the Church Office between 9 AM and 1 PM when Penny, the office
administrator, is away? Training is provided - contact Chris Janis at 61-7-750-3101 if you are
interested!

Happy Birthday To:

May
Celebrations
Did we miss your birthday or your anniversary?
Help us update our files by emailing us the
information or by calling the church office.

Tom Ohlson (2)
Charlene Robinette (5)
Gail Richards (8)
Karen Ross (9)
Mabel Prescott (11)
John Allen (12)

Happy Anniversary To:
Julie & Paul Kern (6)
Doug & Pat White (12)
Jim & Neese Nerney (15)
Bob & Nancy Burbank (17)

Kathy Frey (13)
Thea Krauss (15)
Jan Schmeichel (15)
Bill Marcoux (16)
Laura Filipp (18)
Billie Navojosky (18)
Carla Churchill (29)
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Diaconate Report
The Diaconate committee met on April 13. Mike West reported that he has been speaking
with Pastor Joe in preparation for his arrival on May 2nd. Pastor Joe’s wife, Janice will
provide solo’s in May.
The Committee voted to increase the choir from 6 to 10 at each service starting May 30th.
The decorations for Easter were very colorful and joyous. Thanks to Marlo for a good job
Jeanne reported that the Liturgists from April thru June 20th are all scheduled.
Joe reported that 250 more communion packets were ordered and received. It was decided
that visual instructions be posted on utube as well as the announcements on how to open the
packets as some people have been experiencing difficulty opening the packet.

Alex Mariano
Co-Chair

The transition from Charlotte to Doug Bates as head usher is going smoothly. Welcome
aboard Doug. The amount of people has been raised from 88 to 100 people per service.
A definition for a category of friends of the church was passed out by Kaye.
discussion, it was decided to table this category until Pastor Joe comes on board.
Old business:
smoothly.

After

On Easter Sunday 131 people attending both services and it ran very
Joanne LeFevre
Co-Chair

Pastoral CareTeam/Shepherds
By the time you read this ,we all will be moving toward another new chapter in our
community life together as Pastor Luis A. Perez completes his term with us and leaves
us. We are grateful for his generous spirit ,guidance and leadership.

Jo Posillico
Shepherd Coordinator

Soon, Pastor Joseph DiDonato starts his new ministry with UCC at the Villages. This
Shepherd’s and Helpers Pastoral CareTeam has changed over time and will continue to
do so in the future. With Pastor’s leadership and direction we continue to be the
communication link among our members. Please continue to keep in contact with your
flock and let Pastor and myself know how we can help. Our Weekly Prayer circle is an
opportunity to pray with each other and for one another. I hope to continue this
tradition on Thursday’s 1PM. On April 29th I plan to meet at church by the memorial
garden as weather allows. Please join us if you can.
We can always take in more members. If this is something you feel you would like to do
please contact me. Jo Posillico coordinator 352 430-5148Please continue to pray for Pastor Joe and his family as they transition to their new
home here in central Florida.
Thank you Lord, for the road before us,
the friends and family beside us
and the love between us
and Your presence among us.(crossmap prayers)
Thank you all in the ministry team for your continued support & volunteer efforts.
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Mission Team
What we are collecting. Now that we are attending in person, Jim and Judie will be
taking food to the Wildwood Food Pantry and clothing to Caring Hands Ministry from the
wooden bins in the Narthex. A check for $345 was given to the pantry this month. The
Little Free Library collection box is on the left side of the new Narthex cabinets, beside the
entrance to fellowship hall. Please renenber our main users are African American children.
In May, we will begin collecting combs, hairbrushes and hair ornaments for the women
and children at Shepherd’s Lighthouse in Belleview.

Sandy Lynch
Missions Chair

Spring closet cleaning. Sandy cleaned out the Missions closet. We donated the children’s table and chairs which
were never used, to Shepherd’s Lighthouse. We also found a bag of toiletries to take along.
Suitcase Drive. Postponed until fall.
suitcases out of the church entirely.

Bea is looking at the costs to rent a POD for a month to keep

Creative Arts after school. Since Ted has moved, we need someone to coordinate it, or decide not to do it. The
school is accepting essential volunteers in late October. If any member would like to tutor during the day, Sandy
can refer them to Tutors for Kids, which has a large presence at Wildwood Elementary.
We will meet in person in May, hopefully with the new pastor, Pastor Joe. Meet and Greet is May 2. He
has asked for the summer to consider what direction each committee might take. Missions will not be
meeting in June or July, possibly we will begin in in August.

Hair Brush Collection
In the month of May, the Missions Committee is again collecting combs,
brushes, and hair ornaments for the women and children at Shepherd's
Lighthouse in Belleview. Beginning the first Sunday in May, a white basket will
be under the screen in the Narthex to receive your donations.

Tutors for Kids
Tutors for Kids is a non-profit organization active in a dozen local schools.
We provide support for teachers in the classroom, during school hours. Most
tutoring is one on one, in 20-30 minute sessions. As a tutor, you might listen
to a child recite multiplication tables, listen to her while she reads, or help
with word problems. Most of our children are in grades K through 3, with a
few tutored in math at Wildwood Middle School. You may tutor as many
hours and as many times a week as you like, on the days of the week that you
want. After six tutoring sessions, every child receives a book at their reading
level.
This is NOT the after school Creative Arts program at our church. All tutors need a Level 1 security clearance,
which may take a month to process. Orientation and training will be provided. Tutors will be allowed in schools at
the end of October. If you are interested in tutoring, email Sandy Lynch at KLynchfore@aol.com.
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WISE Notes
1 in 3 Covid-19 patients are diagnosed with a
neuropsychiatric condition in the next six months,
large study finds

By Elizabeth Cooney April 6, 2021
SARS-CoV-2N I A I D

Six months after being diagnosed with Covid-19, 1 in 3 patients also had experienced a psychiatric or neurological
illness, mostly mood disorders but also strokes or dementia, a large new study shows. About 1 in 8 of the patients
(12.8%) were diagnosed for the first time with such an illness, most commonly anxiety or depression. Compared to
control groups of people who had the flu or other non-Covid respiratory infections, first-ever neuropsychiatric
diagnoses were almost twice as high.
The study, published Tuesday in The Lancet Psychiatry, used real-world health data on millions of people to gauge
the incidence of 13 brain disorders. Anxiety, mood, and substance use disorders were most common, but the
researchers also found worrying, if lower, rates of serious neurological complications, especially in patients who
had been severely ill with Covid-19. In all Covid-19 patients, 0.6% developed a brain hemorrhage, 2.1% an
ischemic stroke, and 0.7% dementia.
“We need urgent research to better understand how and why does this occur in patients with Covid-19 and how
they can be treated and [how to] prevent it,” Max Taquet, a clinical fellow in psychiatry at the University of Oxford
and a study co-author, said on a call with reporters on Tuesday. “But we think that regardless of the explanation,
health services need to be prepared for the increased demand that this data is showing.”
The size of the study lends confidence to its findings, which confirm what has been hinted in smaller studies,
including earlier work from the Oxford group. The researchers analyzed electronic health records of 81 million
U.S. patients (both insured and uninsured), finding 236,379 people who had been diagnosed with Covid-19 and
comparing them to three cohorts of similar people: one cohort had the flu, another had another respiratory illness
such as sinusitis or pneumonia, and one cohort included people who were hospitalized for unrelated conditions
such as bone fractures or gallstones. The researchers hoped that comparing the Covid group to the others would
help isolate Covid-19 as a cause and tease out its effects on the brain.
Related:
Long after the fire of a Covid-19 infection, mental and neurological effects can still smolder
After accounting for patients’ age, sex, ethnicity, and existing health conditions, patients overall had a 44% higher
risk of neurological and mental health diagnoses after Covid-19 than after flu, and a 16% higher risk after
Covid-19 than after other respiratory tract infections.
There were two exceptions: The researchers did not see increased risk of Parkinson’s disease, a movement
disorder, or Guillain-Barré syndrome, which is a rare disorder that shows up after some viral infections as tingling
and weakness when the immune system attacks nerves.
Allison Navis, assistant professor in the division of neuro-infectious diseases at the Icahn School of Medicine at
Mount Sinai, sounded a note of caution. The lead clinical neurologist at Mount Sinai’s post-Covid clinic, she was
not involved in the Lancet study.
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(continued from previous page)
“It does highlight that there is something unique going on with Covid,” she told STAT. “And the 12.8% who
have a new diagnosis of something neuropsychiatric can sound very sensational. That 12.8% encompasses
depression and anxiety, so it’s extremely important to not minimize that and not make that sound like a lesser
diagnosis at all, but the more severe things like strokes are still fairly uncommon. I don’t want people thinking that
1 in 10 people get a stroke with Covid.”
The new study reinforces previous research that showed some brain disorders increased with the severity of
illness, going up in people who needed to be hospitalized and rising further in people who needed intensive care.
While 33.6% of people developed a neuropsychiatric illness overall, that risk grew to 46.4% among Covid patients
treated in an ICU.
What’s new is the distinction between neurological and psychiatric complications. People with very severe
Covid-19 had a higher risk of complications like stroke or dementia, but people who developed anxiety or
depression spanned the spectrum of illness severity.
While the study did not examine the mechanisms that might explain neuropsychiatric disorders associated with the
virus, the authors did speculate in the call with reporters that if patients know that they have Covid-19, that and
other stressors might contribute to a psychiatric illness. “It could be psychological factors and biological factors
and psychosocial factors, such as, for instance, the need to isolate and the loss of income as a result of that,”
Taquet said.
It’s easier to tie neurological disorders to the virus’ effects on the brain. Scientists believe the virus can enter the
brain through the olfactory bulb, where taste and smell are decoded. Inflammation throughout the body also
harms blood vessels in the brain, and can lead to stroke-causing blood clots, delirium, or dementia.
Related:
When Covid-19 hits the brain, it can cause strokes, psychosis and a dementia-like syndrome, new survey shows
While the medical records could tell the researchers whether someone had previously suffered a stroke or been
diagnosed with dementia, they couldn’t surmise whether someone was going to have a recurrence anyway or
whether Covid-19 caused it, Masud Husain, professor of neurology and cognitive neuroscience at Oxford and a
study co-author, warned. Longer follow-up will be needed to answer that question, but the signal was too strong
to ignore, he said.
Husain also cautioned that the numbers they reported could be an underestimate if they don’t include people who
were infected with Covid but did not test positive for it, or if people had no symptoms that drove them to seek
medical care. On the flip side, patients with Covid-19 might be more likely to have a neurological and psychiatric
disorder diagnosed simply because they were receiving more medical attention compared to patients with the flu
or other respiratory infections, Taquet pointed out.
This was not a study of long-Covid, said Paul Harrison, professor of psychiatry at the University of Oxford and a
study co-author, referring to the constellation of lingering symptoms that overlap with some problems caused by
the neuropsychiatric illnesses described in the current paper. But the need for more research and continued
clinical care is the same.
“Sadly, many of the disorders identified in this study tend to be chronic or recurrent, so we can anticipate that the
impact of Covid-19 could be with us for many years,” Jonathan Rogers and Anthony David of University College
London wrote in a commentary appearing with the Lancet study.
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Women’s Spirituality Group

The Women’s Spirituality Group will meet on Wednesday May 12 from 2:30-4.
PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE! All women are welcome! This month we will
talk about Who is the Holy Spirit? What does it mean to you to be “led by the Spirit”?
How does the Spirit work in your life? For many of us the Holy Spirit is a hard/
confusing concept. Let’s talk together and learn from one another!

Rev. Kathy Peters

This will be our last in person meeting until October. We will continue to send out our
“How Is It With Your Soul?” communication once a month and members of the group
are encouraged to respond! If you are not on the group’s email contact list please let
Kathy Peters know (revkathyp@comcast.net 860-919-9030) and she’ll be happy to add
you!

Men’s Saturday Morning Study
The Men’s Breakfast group meets on Saturday mornings inside the Fellowship Hall at
8am for breakfast, study and fellowship. A small fee is appreciated to cover the
expense of breakfast (usually $3-$5) Contact Denny Lawson if you’d like to join them.

WISE
The UCC Spiritual Group (WISE) will be meeting on Monday, April 26, 2021. All are
welcome. Currently the Zoom app is being used. The meeting ID is: 681 299 1778 and
the Pass Code is: 204326. For more information, please contact Beverly Hallman at 207807-5896.
The topic for the month of April is suicide. On April 26, 2021 the group will be discussing the video “Responding to Family Members After a Suicide.”

UCC Golf Group
The UCC Golf Group plays golf on Friday mornings. All levels of golfers are welcome!
For more information on how you can participate, please contact Doug Bates at 515-2917772.
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Member-Only Website Pages
We now have Member-Only access pages on our website. It includes a
photo membership directory and the Annual Report. So, how do you access
it?
YOU HAVE TO BE A CHURCH MEMBER
Only church members will have access to the Membership Page. That
means you should not share your registration with anyone else. This is
private information for your use only. Each registration must be approved before access is granted.
YOU MUST REGISTER ON OUR WEBSITE


Go to our website, www.VillagesUCC.org and click on the Registration/Log In tab at the top of the page.



When you click on the registration tab, a box will appear that will allow you to register. Fill in your name,
email address, and a password that you can remember. Please note: we will not know your password and
cannot retrieve it for you if you forget it. If that happens, you will have to retrieve the password on the site
itself by re-entering information.



Once you register, our administrator will have to give approval. This might take a couple of days, depending
on when you register.

LOG IN TO SEE YOUR PRIVATE PAGES


Once approved, you can “log in” to the site. At that time, a box will appear showing you the private pages to
which you have access. Click on the page you wish to view and it will appear.



The Membership Directory can be accessed two ways. If you want a printable non-photo directory, click on
the title “Membership Directory” at the top of the page and a pdf of the directory will appear. You can print
this page. If you want to view the photo directory, it is listed in an accordion-style menu on the Membership
page. Just click on the letter of the last name of the person you would like to see and all last names beginning
with that letter will appear in a list.

KEEP IT PRIVATE
Please remember that the information listed on these pages is for your personal use only. It is not to be used
for any kind of solicitation, other than church business. Your password is yours only, so please do not share it
with anyone else.
PROOF YOUR INFORMATION
Don’t forget to look at your own information in the membership directory to make sure it is correct. If anything
needs to be changed or you have any questions, please contact our church office at uccatvoffice@gmail.com

2021 UCC at The Villages Officers,
Assistants & Chairs
Moderator…………………………….….Billie Navojosky

12514 CR 101
PO Box 194
Oxford FL 34484

Vice Moderator ................................................ Charlotte Davis
Secretary .................................................................... Jo Posillico

Phone: 352-748-9199
Email: uccatvoffice@gmail.com

Recorder .............................................................. .Jeff Osterman
Asst. Recorder……………………………....…Kathy Frey

We’re on the Web!

Treasurer………………………......................…Jean Doyle

VillagesUCC.org

Asst. Treasurer……………………….…….Glenn Kramer
Membership Clerk ................................................ .Kaye Phelan

MAILING TO UCC?
If you need to mail your contributions/pledges
or anything else to us, please remember to mail it
to our PO BOX. Our mailing address is: PO
Box 194, Oxford, FL 34484. DO NOT MAIL
us at our physical location address. We want
your contributions and communications to be
safe. Thank you!

Administration Chair………………..…..….Cherie Harrold
Diaconate………………...Alex Mariano & Joanne LeFevre
Mission……………….………………...…….Sandy Lynch
Finance/Stewardship……………………......Jack Chandler

Prayer Requests
Prayer Requests may be submitted to our Pastor through our website
www.VillagesUCC.org . Prayers are held for one month only. If you need prayers
to continue, please resubmit your request each month. To ensure we’re not
violating confidentiality, if you’re submitting a prayer request for someone other
than yourself, please ensure you have their permission to do so. Prayer recipients
will be announced during our Sunday online worship service.

Discretionary Fund
The first Sunday of every month, we collect donations for the Discretionary
Fund. This is a fund which our church uses to help local families in need who
come to our church door. 100% of your donations go to aid those in need in
our own community. This fund has become low due to the increased needs of
our neighbors during COVID-19. If you are able, please consider giving to this
important fund. Thank you for your continued support! Whether at our door or

in our pews, this fund helps all those of our “beloved community!” You
can make donations through our online giving on our website or mail your donations—just write
“discretionary fund” on the memo line of your check. If mailing, make sure you only use our PO Box
194 , Oxford FL 34484 address.

